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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 2020 Spaceport America Cup Cancelled 

 

March 24, 2020 
 
Spaceport America, NM – Spaceport America and the Experimental Sounding Rocket 
Association (ESRA) have made the difficult decision to cancel the fourth annual 
Spaceport America Cup that was scheduled for June 16 – 20, 2020 at Spaceport 
America. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the decision was made based on the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations for canceling 
large events in order to keep the students, spectators and sponsors safe and healthy. 
The event was set to engage over 1,700 college students from 17 countries on a week-
long rocket design and launch competition. 
 
“Having groups of students working together to build their team’s rocket is contrary to 
the COVID-19 protocol released by the CDC, and the State of New Mexico’s proactive 
leadership on this issue,” explained Dan Hicks, CEO of Spaceport America. “As much 
as we looked forward to having 154 universities participate, it is not the appropriate 
course of action at this time.”  
 
“We are aware that this is incredibly disappointing news for the students, the 
universities, the communities of Sierra and Dona Ana Counties and our sponsors,” 
Hicks added. “It is important that the students respect and abide by their state and 
country guidelines for the health and safety of all,” Hicks said. 
 
Last year, the 2019 Spaceport America Cup had 124 teams, 1,500 students, and 
representatives from 14 countries. The University of Washington took first place in the 
Spaceport America Cup and the University of New Mexico won the inaugural Spaceport 
America Chile Cup. Information on the 2021 Spaceport America Cup and possible 
actions with the 2020 Cup will be available at www.spaceportamericacup.com. 
 
About Spaceport America: 

Spaceport America (https://www.spaceportamerica.com) is the first purpose-built 
commercial spaceport in the world. The FAA-licensed launch complex, situated on 
18,000 acres adjacent to the U.S. Army White Sands Missile Range in southern New 
Mexico, has a rocket friendly environment of 6,000 square miles of restricted airspace, 
low population density, a 12,000-foot runway, vertical launch complexes, and about 340 
days of sunshine and low humidity. Some of the most respected companies in the 
commercial space industry are customers at Spaceport America: Virgin 
Galactic, Boeing, UP Aerospace, EXOS Aerospace, and SpinLaunch. 
 

https://www.spaceportamerica.com/
https://www.virgingalactic.com/
https://www.virgingalactic.com/
https://www.boeing.com/
https://www.upaerospace.com/
https://exosaero.com/
https://www.spinlaunch.com/
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About ESRA: 

The Experimental Sounding Rocket Association (ESRA) 
(http://www.soundingrocket.org/) is a non-profit organization founded in 2003 for the 
purpose of fostering and promoting engineering knowledge and experience in the field 
of rocketry. ESRA's primary focus is providing safe and exciting opportunities for 
academic groups to compete in aerospace challenges.  
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